
COLUMBUS BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
123 WASHINGTON STREET 

COLUMBUS, INDIANA 
 

 The Columbus Board of Zoning Appeals met at 6:30 p.m., December 28, 2004 in 
the Council Chambers, second floor of City Hall, 123 Washington Street, Columbus, 
Indiana for its monthly meeting. 
 

Members Present: Pat Zeigler, Chairperson; Karen Dugan, Secretary;  
Dave Bonnell; Mary Ferndon     

           
Staff Presents:       Alan Whitted, City Attorney; Laura Thayer, Assistant Director; 

                                          Marcus Hurley, Hearing Officer; Sondra Bohn, Planning 
         Department 
  

Ms. Zeigler opened the meeting with a brief explanation about the Board and its 
responsibilities. 
 
 Proof of advertising for all cases was confirmed.  The petitions and staff 
comments are a permanent record at the Planning Department. 
 
 AlanWhitted, Deputy City Attorney, administered the oath to all in attendance 
that would be speaking. 
 
C/CU-04-10 Country Critters 
            
Aubrey Blackman is requesting a conditional use permit to allow the operation 
of a dog grooming business in an agricultural zoning district.  The property is located 
at 761 N. Dellasburg Road Columbus, IN 47203. 
                           
            Aubrey Blackman stated her name for the record. 
 
 Marcus Hurley read the staff report along with the provisional findings of fact 
into the record. Mr. Hurley presented visual slides of the property in question. 
 
 Ms. Blackman presented her case.  She stated that she did not think there would 
be any problems with the neighbors, and that she had several names from the neighbors 
that the were in favor of the petition. Audrey Blackman stated that some of the clients 
had more than one dog, and that she would only be grooming three dogs in the morning 
and three dogs in the afternoon. Ms. Blackman said that that there should not be any 
problem with the flow of traffic. 
 

The meeting was opened to the public. 
 
 Sherry Weaver spoke in favor of the petition. 
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 Richard Blackman, husband of Audrey Blackman, gave additional information 
            to the staff in regards to the petition. 
  

Pat Zeigler read the letters into the record. 
 
The following names were also read by Pat Zeigler in favor of 

     
the petition for dog grooming business: 
 
Betty Hilycord, Mary Heitz, Dave Murray, Tim Stockelman,  

             
            Melissa C. Rutherford, Danny J. Hardin, Shandi Thomas, Carl S. Rose,  
  
            Jay Darnell, Helen Stillabower (also owner of lot 45) Ken Bryant,  
 
            Beverly Gail Barrett, Brenda Dillingham, Jason Bauer, Mentha Scrougham, 
 
            Michael Radcliff, Cheryl L. Hostetler, David Richards, John George,  
 

Max Bettner, Justin Williams, and Betty Lancaster. 
 

 William Scrogham and Brenda Dillingham were not opposed to petition. 
            

David Givey was also in favor with stipulations. 
 
The meeting was closed to the public. 

   
 Mary Ferdon moved to approve C/CU-04-10 to allow the operation of a dog  
            grooming business with the following conditions: 
 

1. The proposed use would be limited to 8 to 5 Monday through Friday, with no 
Saturday work. 

2. There shall be no signage associated with the proposed use.   
3. There shall be no boarding or overnight stays for the dogs.            
4. That this approval would be for one year only, at which time the petitioner would 

need to appear again the Board. 
5. There would be no employees, except for the owner. 
6. This petition would be non-transferable.    

 
 Dave Bonnell seconded the motion.   
 
 The motion passed unanimously.   
 
 The following findings of fact were presented to the Board for consideration: 
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 C/CU-04-09 Young at Heart 
 
 Mary Ferdon moved to approve C/CU-04-09. 
 
 Seconded by Karen Dugan. 
 
 The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 Minutes for November were not available du to the snow emergency. 
 
 There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 

 
 

 _____________________________ 
                             Patricia Zeigler, Chair 

 
 
 _____________________________            
 Karen Dugan, Secretary 

        
 


